Dear [NAME],

I strongly object to the introduction of a Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ) in Portobello and Joppa (TRO/24/05). 

This proposal is not supported by local people and will cause real harm to our area. Far from solving problems, it risks punishing residents, discouraging visitors, and damaging the unique character of Portobello and Joppa.

My key concerns:
· No guarantee of parking for residents and fewer spaces available: Even with paid permits, there is no guarantee that residents will find a space near their home. Introduction of designated parking bays will reduce the number of spaces available. This leaves people paying more for less certainty.
· Unreliable consultation and survey data: The consultation process and traffic surveys have been methodologically flawed. Consultations excluded parts of the community, and surveys were carried out during roadworks and peak tourist season, producing distorted results.
· Impact on visitors: Families, friends, carers, and visitors who come to enjoy our seaside community will face additional charges and restrictions, making Portobello and Joppa less welcoming.
· Elderly and vulnerable residents will suffer: Many older people rely on visits from family, carers, or community support. Charging visitors to park near their homes risks increasing isolation and hardship.
· Families hit hardest in the current climate: At a time when the cost of living is already squeezing households, these new charges add an unnecessary financial burden without delivering clear benefits.
· Local businesses under threat: Independent shops, cafés, and services on the High Street depend on footfall and convenient access. A CPZ will deter customers and disrupt deliveries, undermining years of effort to build a thriving local economy.
· A money-making exercise, not community support: Residents and traders believe this scheme is driven by revenue generation, not by genuine concern for our community’s wellbeing.

I urge the Council to reject the current CPZ proposal and instead adopt a fair and transparent process that genuinely listens to local voices, considers proportionate alternatives, and protects the interests of both residents and businesses.

We deserve parking policies that work with us - not against us.

Yours sincerely,
[NAME/ADDRESS]

